
To Determine CDL Class Needed 
 

GVWR(Power Unit)  +  GVWR(Trailer)  =     GCWR 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Is the GCWR 26,001              YES         Is the power unit’s GVWR          YES     Is the trailer’s    YES     
Pounds or more?                                     26,001 pounds or more?                           GVWR 10,001              Class A 
                                                                                                                                  Pounds or more? 
 
 
              NO                                                          NO                                                                       NO 
                                                                                                                                                                         Class B 
 
 
                                                                          Is the trailer’s                           YES                                      Class A 
                                                                          GVWR 10,001                                                                       (The GCWR  
                                                                          Pounds or more?                                                                     Must be            
                                                                                                                                                                          26,001    
                                                                                                                                                                           pounds or         
                                                                                                                                                                           more) 
                                                                                         NO 
 
                                                                               Is the vehicle transporting                  YES 
                                                                               Hazardous materials in a                                                    Class C 
                                                                               placardable quantity? 
 
 
                                                                                                 NO 
 
                                                                               Is the vehicle designed                         
                                                                               to transport 16 or more                        YES 
GVWR – the value specified by the manufacturer              passengers including the                                                    Class C 
                as the loaded weight of a single vehicle.             driver? 
 
 
GCWR – the value specified by the manufacturer as 
                   loaded weight of a combination (articulated)                                                                                  NO                             NO CDL 
                vehicle.  In the absence of a value specified                                                                                                                         required            
                    by the manufacturer, the GCWR will be determined 
                    by adding the GVWR of the power unit and the total  
                    weight of the towed unit and any load thereon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


